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Global Pulse 
  
UN Global Pulse is the UN Secretary-General’s initiative on big data and artificial intelligence for 
sustainable development, humanitarian action, and peace.  It works through a network of 
innovation labs, which operate in Jakarta, Indonesia, in Kampala, Uganda, and in New York at 
the UN Headquarters. Global Pulse’s mission is to accelerate the discovery, development, and 
adoption of big data and artificial intelligence innovations and policies for the public good. To 
this end, the initiative works in three interconnected areas within the UN System: 
 

● Discovery. Explores new applications of big data and artificial intelligence for sustainable 
development, humanitarian action, and peace. Global Pulse collaborates with leading 
research institutions to create high impact data science methodologies for public good. 

● Policy. Contributes to global efforts to establish trusted frameworks for ethical and privacy-
protective data practices and for digital cooperation. Global Pulse provides guidance on 
policies for the responsible use of data and artificial intelligence. 

● Scale. Provides the UN System and public sector organisations with tools and technical 
assistance needed for mainstream adoption of data and AI practices. Global Pulse works 
to lower barriers to scale, strengthen the innovation ecosystem, and enable institutional 
adoption. 

 
 
 
 



Background 
 
The UN Secretary-General’s High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation has underlined the urgent 
need to improve global digital cooperation in a manner that is “grounded in common human 
values–-such as inclusiveness, respect, human-centredness, human rights, international law, 
transparency and sustainability.” It has called for a multilateral and multi-stakeholder approach, 
incorporating the perspectives and expertise of governments, civil society, academics, 
technologists and the private sector.  
 
Legitimate and growing concerns about data privacy and a fragmented regulatory landscape 
complicate the development of standardized, scalable approaches to data access and 
management of privacy risks. The development and deployment of artificial intelligence (AI) poses 
an added layer of complexity. 
 
The UN Secretary-General's Strategy on New Technologies has called for the responsible 
adoption of AI and other frontier technologies to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and 
the 2030 Agenda. While AI holds great promise in this regard, it also carries risks of intended or 
unintended harms.  
 
The effective use of big data and AI to augment social and economic development in the presence 
of these and other uncertainties will require ethical and human rights considerations and 
mechanisms, in addition to the further development of suitable legal norms and standards on data 
privacy and data protection. 

The Privacy Advisory Group 
 
In 2014 UN Global Pulse established an informal Data Privacy Advisory Group comprising 
private sector, academia and civil society experts to inform its privacy and data protection 
guidelines and strategies. In 2019 UN Global Pulse expanded the Group to incorporate greater 
expertise in AI Ethics, with the goal of informing the UN’s work and related AI Ethics guidelines 
and strategies. 
 
Global Pulse believes that engaging in purposeful discussion with experts and stakeholders with 
diverse expertise will unearth precedents, good practices, and strengthen the overall 
understanding of how privacy protected analysis of big data can contribute to sustainable 
development, humanitarian action, and peace. 

Expected Engagement 
 
Members of the UN Global Pulse Advisory Group on Data Privacy and Ethics are invited to 
join internal Group discussions, provide comments on written outputs or, upon invitation and 
subject to Group members’ availability and interest, participate in public initiatives. 
  



Acknowledging that members’ time is limited, active engagement and feedback are optional but 
are highly welcome and encouraged. 
  
Members are encouraged to exchange personal experiences and opinions that may be 
incorporated by Global Pulse in its projects and programmes. Only outcomes, not specific 
opinions, will be shared publicly. 
  
Members are asked to base their recommendations and feedback on their own field of 
expertise, informed by generally accepted AI ethics principles and standards, not national 
laws. 

Expected Term & Time Commitment 
 
Membership is a voluntary commitment for a one-year term with a possibility to renew, subject 
to rotation based on geographical, gender and expertise qualifications. The Group is rotated 
by at least one-third each year in order to enhance diversity and bring in new viewpoints. 
Exceptionally, Group members can serve for a longer period of time (on re-nomination). 
 
All members serve in their personal capacity and their opinions do not represent the views or 
opinions of their organizations or affiliations.  
 
Advisory Group Members will be invited to participate in approximately four conference 
calls/meetings, and comment on no more than three written documents during the course of 
the year. 
 
Global Pulse may organize an in-person meeting for the Advisory Group or invite members to 
regional side meetings during major events. (For example, Global Pulse organized side 
meetings with those Group members that attended the IAPP Global Privacy Summit, IGF, 
International Privacy Conference. The Group meets every two years in person, usually during 
or around major events on data and AI.)  
 
Any additional practical input, exchange of expertise or ideas is highly encouraged and 
welcomed at any time. 
 
Members participation in the Group may be acknowledged on the Global Pulse web site and 
each member’s contribution to a specific project may be acknowledged individually, subject to 
prior approval by such Group member. (For example, the Group input has been 
acknowledged by the UNDG in the UNDG Guidance Note on Big Data for the 2030 Agenda: 
Data Privacy, Ethics and Data Protection in 2017. Members also contributed to the initial 
discussions about the UN Principles on Personal Data Protection and Privacy.) 
 
The protocol of all meetings and communications is confidential, unless informed otherwise. 
Any feedback received from the Group members may be incorporated by UN Global Pulse at 
its discretion. 



  
Public acknowledgement and use of logo, name and emblem. 
  
Members should not use the UN logo, emblem or name at any time without proper 
authorization from the UN. Members are not employees or affiliates of the UN or Global Pulse 
and neither Group member nor UN Global Pulse should be listed as part of any member’s 
professional title at any time. Members are welcome to mention their membership in the 
Group as part of their professional biographies or make public reference to their membership 
in speeches or other public posts. Members are encouraged to consult with UN Global Pulse 
regarding any use of the name or acronym and must consult prior to the use of the visual 
identifier of UN Global Pulse or the Group. 
 
 


