‘Big Data Innovations for Sustainable Development’
Speaker Biographies
Welcoming remarks and presentations
Robert Kirkpatrick, Director, UN Global Pulse
Robert Kirkpatrick is Director of UN Global Pulse, an initiative of
the United Nations driving a big data revolution for global
development and resilience. Global Pulse's network of innovation
Labs in New York, Uganda and Indonesia, allow UN System
partners to discover and mainstream applications of big data and realtime analytics for sustainable development and humanitarian action.
UN Global Pulse's advocacy agenda focuses on public-private "data
philanthropy" partnerships, and data privacy & policy innovation to
enable the harnessing of big data as a public good.
Prior to joining the United Nations, Robert co-founded and led
software development for two pioneering private-sector humanitarian
technology teams, first at Groove Networks, and later as Lead
Architect for Microsoft Humanitarian Systems. From 2007-2009 he served as CTO of the nonprofit InSTEDD. Robert was a member of the UN Secretary-General's Independent Expert
Advisory Group on a Data Revolution for Sustainable Development (2014), and currently sits on
InSTEDD's Board of Directors, and the World Economic Forum's Global Agenda Council on
Data-Driven Development.
Paula Hidalgo-Sanchis, Manager, Pulse Lab Kampala
Paula Hidalgo-Sanchis, PhD from Spain has worked for over 16
years as a developer practitioner. She has been working for the
past several years as Manager of Pulse Lab Kampala in Uganda. A
result driven professional, she has extensive field experience
working as humanitarian and development practitioner in more
than 20 countries. She has served as Social Policy Advisor and
Manager on Innovations working with the United Nations based in
the Eastern Caribbean. She has also worked as analyst and
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manager with World Food Programme (WFP) based in Central America, Afghanistan and the
Democratic Republic of North Korea.
Before joining the UN, Paula worked as programme manager with a Spainish NGO. Paula has a
strong technical background with specialized studies on international assistance. She holds a
PhD in Geography and is the author of an awarded PhD thesis entitled "Vulnerability analysis
and International Assistance". An expert on Geographical analysis she is passionate about
promoting the use of big data and big data analytics for human development.

Panel discussion on opportunities and challenges with implementing and scaling
data innovation projects

Daniel Runde, William A. Schreyer Chair and Director, Project on Prosperity and
Development, Center for Strategic and International Studies, CSIS
Daniel F. Runde is director of the Project on Prosperity and
Development and holds the William A. Schreyer Chair in Global
Analysis at CSIS. His work centers on leveraging American soft power
instruments and the central roles of the private sector and good
governance in creating a more free and prosperous world. Previously, he
led the Foundations Unit for the Department of Partnerships & Advisory
Service Operations at the International Finance Corporation. His work
facilitated and supported over $20 million in new funding through
partnerships with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the
Rockefeller Foundation, the Kauffman Foundation, and Visa
International, among other global private and corporate foundations.
Earlier, Daniel served as director of the Office of Global Development Alliances at the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID). He led the initiative by providing training,
networks, staff, funds, and advice to establish and strengthen alliances, while personally
consulting to 15 USAID missions in Latin America, the Middle East, and Africa. Daniel began
his career in financial services at Alex. Brown & Sons, Inc., in Baltimore and worked for both
CitiBank and BankBoston in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He received an M.P.P. from the Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard University and holds a B.A., cum laude, from Dartmouth
College.
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Enda Ginting, Assistant Deputy – Analysis and Management of Priority Programs,
Executive Office of the President of the Republic of Indonesia
Enda Ginting works for the Executive Office of the President of
Indonesia on Priority Program Management. In this capacity, he
focuses on the Food and Nutrition Agricultural Production
program, fiscal reforms, and the sustainable environmental
financing portfolio. Prior to this, Enda worked for the World
Bank as a Public Financial Management resident advisor for the
Government of Indonesia. Enda has also worked for the Ministry
of Finance, office of the Treasury and also the budget office. He
holds a masters in Economics, Finance and Management from the
University of Bristol, UK.
Mallory Soldner, Advanced Analytics Manager, United Parcel Service (UPS)
Dr. Mallory Soldner has spent years researching how to do the
most good with data. In 2014, she earned her PhD in industrial
engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology. Her thesis
explored how to measure and improve humanitarian operations in
practical ways – with a special focus on the use of algorithms.
While Mallory was in graduate school, she developed supply
chain optimization projects for the UN World Food Programme.
Today, she is an advanced analytics manager at UPS, where she
works on research and development projects and consults within
the company. She earned her masters in operations research from
MIT, and her bachelor degree in industrial and systems
engineering from Virginia Tech.
Juan Murillo Arias, Territorial Analysis Manager, BBVA Data & Analytics
Juan Murillo is in charge of territorial analysis at BBVA Data
&Analytics, a new technology company created to extract the
value enclosed in financial data. In this innovative framework,
he and his colleagues are currently exploring the possibilities of
data reuse to create new informational services and provide
macroeconomic insights built upon microtransacional data. As
an output of this research process around smart cities analysis,
he has been co-author of several scientific papers in cooperation
with MIT Senseable City Lab and other institutions. Juan
supplemented his initial training as MSc Civil Engineer with an
executive MBA. He also has extensive experience as urban
planner and project manager in the urban planning sector, where
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he focused on: (I) the design of urban infrastructures, (II) the planning and designing of new
urban developments, and (III) carrying out territorial socio-economic diagnostic and
improvement proposals on touristic destinations to foster environmental and economic
sustainability.
Arif Husain, Chief Economist and Director of Food Security Analysis and Trends Service,
UN World Food Programme (WFP)
Dr. Arif Husain is Chief Economist and Director of the Food
Security Analysis and Trends Service at United Nations World
Food Programme (WFP) in Rome, Italy. Arif joined WFP in
2003 and since then he has served in many senior positions both
in the field and at Headquarters. He has also worked for the
World Bank and taught at the Hubert H Humphrey Institute of
Public Affairs. Arif’s work focuses on analyzing food security
and welfare conditions in developing countries to inform
humanitarian response. His research interests include application
of information technologies to improve humanitarian response;
understanding linkages between poverty, hunger, conflict and
migration; and analysing how global economic shocks impact
food security, social protection and emergency and development
assistance. Arif has a Ph.D. in agricultural and applied
economics with a minor in forestry from the University of Minnesota.

Lighting talks highlighting new big data resources for development
Benjamin Kumpf, Policy Specialist - Innovation, Bureau for Policy and Programme
Support, Development Impact Group, UNDP
Benjamin Kumpf joined UNDP in 2009. He is a Policy
Specialist for Innovation in UNDP’s Bureau for Policy and
Programme Support. He explores topics such as behavioral
insights, human-centered design, big data and other practical
ways to respond to complexity in development. Benjamin is
also the Project Manager for UNDP’s Innovation Facility and
connects new partners on the global level with UNDP offices to
change business as usual.
Prior to his role with the Innovation Facility, he worked in
UNDP’s Gender Team on Knowledge Management and
Innovation. He helped shape the design of UNDP’s Gender Equality Seal initiative, a corporate
certification process to incentive good performance in gender mainstreaming in programming
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and institutional arrangements in UNDP Country Offices. Previously, he worked for the German
International Cooperation (GIZ) in Rwanda and Nepal and as a GIZ-seconded expert for
Knowledge Management and Communications for the International Crops Research Institute for
the Semi-Arid Tropics in Hyderabad, India. Benjamin holds a Master’s degree in Political
Science and Psychology from the University of Heidelberg and a certification in Organization
Management from New York University.
Rebecca Furst-Nichols, Deputy Director, Data2X, United Nations Foundation
Rebecca Furst-Nichols is Deputy Director of Data2X, a
collaborative technical and advocacy initiative of the UN
Foundation that works to improve production and use of global
gender data. She helps lead partnerships with data producing
agencies, as well as Data2X’s management and operations. She
has also worked on women’s economic empowerment research
at the UN Foundation. Prior to joining UNF, she managed and
conducted field research on livelihoods with migrants and
refugees. She has worked and lived in Tanzania, Uganda,
Kenya, France, Ecuador, and Israel. She holds an M.A. in Law
and Diplomacy from The Fletcher School, Tufts University.

Sriganesh Lokanathan, Team Leader, Big Data for Development, LIRNEasia
Sriganesh Lokanathan is Team Leader – Big Data Research
at LIRNEasia, where he co-established and leads
LIRNEasia‘s multi-disciplinary research on big data for
development in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. At the invitation
of the Government of Sri Lanka, he recently contributed to
the Western Region Megapolis Plan, providing data driven
insights in the planning process. His work involves the
conceptualizing and implementation of big data analyses to
support global development, understanding its implications
on society, and mainstreaming its use for social good. He
has been widely published and is often invited to speak on
the topic in international forums. He holds a Bachelors
degree in Computer Science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Master’s
degree in Public Policy from the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy of the National
University of Singapore.

5

John Quinn, Data scientist, Pulse Lab Kampala
John Quinn is a Data Scientist at the United Nations Global
Pulse lab in Kampala, Uganda. At Makerere University he is
also part of the Artificial Intelligence Research group. From
October 2016 he is a sabbatical visitor at the School of
Informatics, University of Edinburgh.
His research interests are in machine learning, data science and
artificial intelligence, and particularly in the use of techniques
from these fields to address information gaps and practical
problems in developing countries.”

Closing remarks
Bitange Ndemo, Associate Professor, University of Nairobi Business School
Bitange Ndemo is an Associate Professor of
Entrepreneurship at the University of Nairobi’s Business
School. His research centers on the link between ICTs
and small and medium enterprises in Kenya with an
emphasis on how ICTs influence economic development
in Kenya. Prof. Ndemo is an advisor to several
organizations including the Better than Cash Alliance and
the I-Hub. He also sits in the Board of Research ICT
Africa that is based in South Africa. He is former
Permanent Secretary of Kenya’s Ministry of Information
and Communication in Kenya where he was credited with facilitating many transformative ICT
projects. After years of developing the supply-side of broadband, he has now changed gears to
demand-side through assisting start-ups in Africa and actively playing a key role in building
sustainable models of innovation hubs.
Prof. Ndemo holds a PhD in Industrial Economics from the University of Sheffield in the UK a
bachelor’s degree in Finance from the University of Minnesota and an MBA from University of
St. Thomas. He is an Open Data/Big Data evangelist and dedicated to simplification
(visualization) of data for ordinary citizens to consume.
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